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RESOLUTION  NO.  1 
Labor  Program  for  Legislation 

Whereas:  The  labor  movement  of  Massachusetts  has  in  the  past  been 
among  the  leaders  in  the  country  in  progressive  and  liberal  legislation  and 

Whereas:  One  of  organized  labor's  principal  legislative  aims  in  the  past 
has  been  to  protect  all  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and 

Whereas :  These  protections  include  disability  payments  for  all  persons  out 
of  work  as  a  result  of  sickness,  minimum  wages  and  overtime  for  all  em- 
ployees, adequate  unemployment  compensation  and  workmen's  compensation 
benefits  for  workers  related  to  their  wages,  unemployment  benefits  for  per- 
sons out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  labor  dispute  and  other  related  items. 

Therefore :  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Convention  endorse  the  following  leg- 
islative program  for  filing  in  December  1969  with  roll  call  votes: 

1.  Sickness  Disability  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  illness 

2.  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  labor  dispute  including  lockouts 

3.  Elimination  of  many  of  the  present  exemptions  from  the  overtime  pro- 
visions of  the  present  state  law  and  increase  in  the  minimum  for  gra- 
tuity employees 

4.  Decreased  waiting  period,  priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation 
liability,  and  increased  benefits  under  the  workmen's  compensation 
law 

5.  Strengthening  the  law  and  further  regulating  the  fees  charged  by  pri- 
vate employment  agencies 

6.  Election  Day  a  legal  holiday 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  2 
Clarifying  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  in  Lockout 

Whereas:  many  employees  in  Massachusetts  have  been  put  out  of  work 
as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  their  employer,  and 

Whereas:  these  employees  have  been  denied  unemployment  compensation 
benefits  in  this  Commonwealth  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  approximately  18  other  States  in  the  United  States  make  pro- 
visions granting  unemployment  compensation  to  persons  put  out  of  work 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas:  the  purpose  of  unemployment  compensation  is  to  provide  bene- 
fits for  persons  out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own.  Now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  instruct  its  Legislative  Director  again 
to  file  appropriate  legislation  to  remedy  this  situation  and  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  unemployment  compensation  benefits  to  persons  put  out  of 
work  in  Massachusetts  as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the  employer  and  to  have 
a  roll  call  vote  on  this  measure. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3 
Improved  Unemployment  Compensation 

Whereas:  Unemployment  Compensation  benefits  in  Massachusetts  have 
not  kept  pace  with  the  cost  of  living  or  wage  increases  or  the  extended  bene- 
fits in  other  states,  and 

Whereas:  eligibility  requirements  in  Massachusetts  have  been  unfairly 
tightened,  and 
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Whereas:  Benefits  have  been  extended  in  other  states  to  new  areas  which 
are  not  fully  covered  in  Massachusetts,  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  adopt  the  following  legislative  proposals: 

1.  To  increase  to  six  weeks  the  benefits  paid  to  a  person  who  becomes  ill 
while  unemployed,  and 

2.  To  extend  benefits  for  an  additional  15  weeks,  and 

3.  To  increase  the  variable  maximum  to  two-thirds  of  the  average  indus- 
trial wage,  and 

4.  To  provide  benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by 
the  employer,  and 

5.  Coverage  of  non-profit  institutions  in  unemployment  compensation, 
and 

6.  Elimination  of  workmen's  compensation  disability  from  base  period 
eligibility,  and 

7.  To  liberalize  the  restrictive  eligibility  requirements  Of  the  law. 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 

Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  4 
Improvement  in  Workmen's  Compensation 

Whereas:  the  benefits  in  Workmen's  Compensation  have  not  kept  pace 
with  the  increases  in  wages  and  the  increased  cost  of  living  as  well  as  the 
extended  benefits  granted  in  other  jurisdictions,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  been  unnecessary  delay  and  pile  up  of  cases  to  the 
detriment  of  the  injured  employee  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  there  has  recently  been  the  development  of  unscrupulous  prac- 
tices of  insurance  companies  to  the  detriment  of  the  injured  workers.  Now, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorses  the  following  legislative  pro- 
gram in  the  Workmen's  Compensation  field  and  instructs  its  Legislative 
Director  to  file  the  following  legislation  to  benefit  the  injured  employee: 

1.  Decrease  waiting  period 

2.  An  increase  in  benefits  to  meet  the  two-thirds  wage  concept 

3.  Increase  in  payments  to  injured  workers  based  on  increases  in  costs 
of  living  or  on  new  benefits 

4.  A  penalty  for  delayed  settlements  and  payments  by  insurance  compa- 
nies including  new  benefits  as  of  the  time  of  decision  rather  than  the 
injury 

5.  Priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation  liability 

6.  State  fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation 

7.  A  contingency  fund. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5 
Organizing  the  Unorganized 

Whereas:  labor  unions  have  introduced  a  form  of  industrial  democracy 
into  our  plants,  and 

Whereas:  organized  labor  has  helped  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  employ- 
ees through  collective  bargaining  and  legislation,  and 

Whereas :  the  organized  employer  is  operating  under  fair  union  conditions 
while  his  unorganized  competitor  is  threatening  these  conditions  and  stan- 
dards. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  all  its  affiliated 
unions  to  step  up  their  organizing  drives,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  all  affiliated  unions  cooperate  with  other  af- 
filiated unions  as  well  as  with  the  organization  and  other  departments  of 
the  National  AFL-CIO  in  organizing  drives  in  Massachusetts. 
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(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 
Situs  Picketing 

Whereas,  the  present  labor  laws  on  the  Federal  level  discriminate  against 
the  Building  Trades  Unions  by  preventing  picketing  on  the  job  site;  and 

Whereas,  the  present  laws  do  not  permit  unions  to  strike  against  non- 
union subcontractors  and  in  effect  compel  union  men  to  work  alongside  non- 
union men  on  construction  projects ;  and 

Whereas:  the  present  laws  are  undermining  the  fair  standards  set  up 
by  the  Building  Trades  in  the  construction  industry,  and 

Whereas,  the  late  President  Kennedy  proposed  legalizing  of  situs  picket- 
ing in  an  effort  to  help  the  unions  in  the  Building  Trades  field; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  delegates  at  this  12th  Convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  support  and  endorse  a  situs  picket- 
ing amendment  to  the  Federal  labor  laws;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  and 
its  affiliated  unions  call  on  elected  representatives  in  Congress  and  in  the 
U.  S.  Senate  to  work  for  and  actively  support  a  common  situs  picketing  bill ; 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Con- 
gressmen and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7 
Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas:  Public  response  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  unemployment  in- 
surance program  has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  extension  of  bene- 
fits in  recession  periods,  and 

Whereas:  While  the  wage  insurance  purposes  of  the  program  are  being 
neglected,  new  problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemployment  due  to  eco- 
nomic displacement  and  automation  have  arisen  and  call  for  some  adoptation 
of  the  unemployment  insurance  program  to  new  needs  on  a  permanent 
basis.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall  continue  to  support  the  com- 
prehensive overhauling  and  improvement  of  the  unemployment  insurance 
system  under  a  single  federal  program.  Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the 
program  can  be  made  to  meet  more  effectively  its  purpose  through  federal 
benefit  standards  and  a  larger  federal  role  in  the  financial  structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  federal  measures  which  would 
raise  the  weekly  benefits  and  make  them  available  for  the  long  term  unem- 
ployed, extend  coverage  to  those  now  denied  any  wage  insurance,  and  improve 
the  financial  structure  by  providing  some  measure  of  equalization  of  cost  and 
broadening  of  the  tax  base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for  the  enactment  of  federal 
standards  on  the  duration,  eligibility,  and  disqualification  provisions  of  state 
laws. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  8 

Affiliation  with  the  State  Labor  Council 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  a  state 
organization  for  all  unions  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO  in  Massachusetts. 
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Whereas :  It  is  the  policy  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  that  all  local  unions  and 
international  unions  affiliate  with  the  State  Labor  Council:  Now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  all  international  unions  to  advise 
and  urge  their  local  unions  in  Massachusetts  to  affiliate  with  and  support  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  international  unions. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 
Protection  for  the  Farm  Workers 

Whereas :  Migrant  workers  are  not  covered  by  the  federal  labor  laws,  and 

Whereas:  These  migrant  workers  are  engaged  in  strikes  for  recognition 
and  to  improve  the  working  conditions  of  the  workers  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and 

Whereas :  The  grape  workers  have  been  engaged  in  a  survival  fight  against 
anti-labor  employers,  and 

Whereas :  Collective  bargaining  based  on  federal  labor  laws  is  part  of  our 
national  labor  policy :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  pledge  support  to  the  cause  of  the  grape 
and  farm  worker,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorses  the  passage  of  federal  laws  in- 
corporating the  right  to  organize  and  bargaining  collectively  by  migrant 
workers  under  the  federal  labor  laws :  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  the  Congressmen  and 
to  the  two  United  States  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  10 
COPE 

We  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  have  long  recognized  the 
necessity  for  active  participation  in  the  field  of  politics  both  on  the  state  and 
national  level.  As  responsible  citizens  of  the  respective  communities,  we  are 
cognizant  of  our  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  the  political  issues  of  the  day 
and  in  turn  to  impart  this  knowledge  to  our  fellow  citizens. 

Recognizing  that  the  progress  made  at  the  bargaining  table  can  at  times 
be  threatened  in  the  halls  of  the  legislature,  organized  labor  must  continue 
an  active  and  effective  political  program. 

Whereas :  The  legislative  action  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Great  and  General  Court  affect  the  destiny  of  all  our  members  thereby 
making  it  imperative  that  our  concern  be  shown  by  continuous  political 
activity,  and 

Whereas :  1970  is  an  election  year, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  we  urge  the  voter  registration  of  all  mem- 
bers and  their  families  and  their  participation  in  all  elections,  and 

We  realize  the  necessity  for  the  solidification  of  our  members  to  defeat 
the  threat  of  fragmentation  of  our  strength,  and 

We  ask  our  members  for  their  continued  contributions  to  the  request  for 
COPE  dollars,  and 

We  affirm  organized  labor's  traditional  policy  of  avoiding  entangling  alli- 
ances with  any  group  and  of  supporting  worthy  candidates  regardless  of 
party  affiliation. 

Collectively  working  together  in  the  interest  of  our  fellow  man,  your 
Committee  on  Political  Action  can  help  insure  the  election  of  our  friends 
and  the  defeat  of  our  enemies. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  11 
Support  of  Quotas  for  Foreign  Imports 

Whereas:  The  American  workers  face  the  imminent  threat  of  the  loss  of 
thousands  of  jobs  "unless  the  Government  acts  to  prevent  imports  from 
engulfing  the  domestic  market,"  and 

Whereas:  Many  plants  in  Massachusetts  and  New  England  have  already 
closed  because  of  foreign  competition  and  imports 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  we  urge  the  initiation  of  immediate 
negotiations  with  other  countries  by  President  Nixon  to  establish  effective 
controls  on  imports,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  we  urge  the  enactment  by  Congress  of  bills 
directing  the  imposition  of  quotas  on  foreign  products  in  the  event  the 
President  is  unable  to  negotiate  voluntary  international  agreement. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  12 
Creation  of  a  Wage  Enforcement  Committee 

Whereas:  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  wage  and  hour 
violations  under  the  federal  and  state  laws,  and 

Whereas:  Last  year  there  were  89  million  dollars  in  underpayments  to 
more  than  477,000  workers,  and 

Whereas:  President  Meany  of  the  AFL-CIO  has  urged  labor  to  expand  its 
1967  enforcement  program  to  help  "workers  organized  or  unorganized  from 
employees  who  violate  the  wage-hour  and  equal  pay  laws,"  and 

Whereas:  President  Meany  has  called  for  each  AFL-CIO  state  and  central 
body  to  set  up  a  wage  hour  enforcement  committee  to  receive  and  help 
process  complaints. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  endorse  President  Meany's 
suggestions  and  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  appoint  a  wage- 
hour  endorsement  committee,  and 

Further  that  each  AFL-CIO  central  body  in  Massachusetts  be  urged  to  set 
up  a  local  committee  "to  assure  the  effective  enforcement  of  the  minimum 
wage  laws." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  13 
Support  for  Graduated  Income  Tax 

Whereas :  Organized  labor's  concern  with  problems  of  taxation  has  always 
been  and  remains  today  a  concern  over  the  fairness  or  unfairness  of  existing 
tax  systems  or  proposed  new  taxes,  and 

Whereas:  The  present  income  tax  systems  in  Massachusetts,  which  has 
been  defined  as  illogical  and  inequitable  by  all  liberal  and  progressive  organi- 
zations in  the  state,  is  frozen  at  that  level  by  Article  44  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution, which  ties  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  in  any  attempt  to  revise 
its  flat-rate  formula  in  order  to  bring  it  closer  to  the  principle  of  "based  on 
ability  to  pay,"  and 

Whereas:  The  impossibility  of  adopting  a  fair  tax  system  in  Massachu- 
setts without  amending  Article  44  of  the  State  Constitution  has  been  amply 
demonstrated  by  the  long  tax  fights  and  the  passage  of  the  sales  tax  which 
followed  defeat  of  question  No.  1  on  the  ballot  in  1962 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  in  Convention  assembled,  reiterate  its  position  in  support  of  a 
graduated  income  tax  formula  that  would  adhere  strictly  to  the  principle  of 
"based  on  ability  to  pay,"  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  instruct  its  Legis- 
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lative  Director  to  support  this  principle  and  keep  the  members  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  fully  informed  on  all  developments 
relating  to  this  question,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  hereby  instruct  its  officers,  Taxation  Com- 
mittee, and  Legislative  Director  and  COPE  Director  to  take  all  necessary 
actions  to  help  the  passage  of  the  graduated  income  tax  amendment  so  as  to 
permit  the  Legislature  to  consider  graduated  income  taxation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  14 
Civil  Rights 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  are 
firmly  committed  to  the  achievement,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  full  and  equal 
opportunity  for  all  Americans,  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed  or  national 
origin,  in  the  areas  of  housing  education,  employment,  and  in  all  other 
sectors  of  our  national  life ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  that  the  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
take  due  note  of  the  warnings  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  National  Ad- 
visory Commission  on  Civil  Disorders  (Kerner  Commission)  that  "Race 
prejudice  has  shaped  our  history  decisively;  it  now  threatens  to  affect  our 
future."  In  welcoming  the  Report,  we  commend  it  to  our  members,  our 
friends,  and  our  neighbors  for  its  analysis  of  how  segregation  and  poverty 
have  created  in  the  racial  ghetto  a  destructive  environment  totally  unknown 
to  most  white  Americans  and  we  condemn  the  inactions  following  the  Kerner 
Report  and  we  deplore  the  budget  cuts  by  the  Nixon  Administration. 

Acting  in  the  sense  of  urgency  sounded  by  the  Report,  this  convention 
joins  with  national  leaders  in  religion,  labor,  social  welfare,  and  so  on,  in 
expressing  support  of  the  Commission's  action  with  respect  to  employment, 
education  and  housing  and  community  rights.  Massive  expenditures  must  be 
mounted  to  aid  all  our  fellow-citizens  so  as  to  destroy  or  overcome  the  slums 
and  the  frustrations  that  now  dominate  the  ghettoes  of  our  society.  And 
be  it  further 

Resolved :  that  this  convention  renews  its  support  of  the  Freedom  Budget 
and  the  program  and  budget  of  the  Urban  Coalition.  We  recognize  that  de- 
spite our  commitment  to  civil  rights,  and  despite  the  substantial  beginnings 
that  have  been  made  in  ending  300  years  of  segregation,  discrimination  and 
second-class  citizenship,  we  have  a  long  way  to  go.  This  convention  urges 
every  trade  unionist  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  civil  rights  crisis  of  our 
nation.  The  resources  of  our  own  Civil  Rights  Committee,  the  Randolph 
Institute,  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee,  and  other  groups  are  freely  available 
to  our  members  and  local  to  plan  and  work  on  programs  designed  to  overcome 
the  results  of  racism.  As  the  Kerner  Report  warns:  "It  is  time  now  to  end 
the  destruction  and  the  violence,  not  only  in  the  streets  of  the  ghetto,  but  in 
the  lives  of  people." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  15 
Tax  Reform 

Whereas :  The  federal  tax  system  has  many  inequities  and  loopholes  which 
allow  many  wealthy  persons  to  escape  their  fair  share  of  the  tax  burden,  and 

Whereas:  The  federal  surtax  merely  perpetuates  the  inequities  and  does 
not  help  the  ordinary  taxpayer,  and 

Whereas:  Tax  reform  is  way  over  due  including  the  elimination  of  the 
mineral  depletion  allowance,  tax  free  bonds,  capital  gains,  stock  options,  fast 
depreciation  write-offs  and  similar  loopholes  condemned  by  the  AFL-CIO. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorse  the  principle  of 
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tax  reform  and  urge  Congress  to  pass  a  meaningful  tax  reform  bill  to  close 
up  the  present  loopholes,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  National  AFL-CIO 
and  to  the  Congressmen  and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  16 
Anti-Semitism  Abroad 

Whereas :  the  Free  Trade  Union  movement  is  committed  to  the  defense  of 
democracy  and  racial,  religious  and  cultural  freedom  for  all  people  throughout 
the  world ;  and 

Whereas:  the  National  AFL-CIO  has  in  recent  years  noted  the  plight  of 
Jews  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  and  has  spoken  out  against  the  use  of  anti- 
Semitism  as  a  political  weapon  by  the  totalitarians ;  and 

Whereas :  this  shocking  and  deplorable  tactic  continues  to  manifest  itself ; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
again  condemns  Soviet  manipulation  of  anti-Semitism  to  suit  its  purposes. 
We  also  condemn  the  government-inspired  campaign  of  anti-Semitism  in 
Poland  which  is  using  these  people  as  a  scapegoat  for  the  problems  of  the 
Communist  government.  Likewise  we  condemn  the  shocking  brutality  of 
public  executions  of  alleged  spies  for  Israel  and  the  CIA  by  the  government 
of  Iraq.  Here  again,  as  the  Communist  nations,  persecutions  have  been 
launched  as  a  cover  for  moving  against  the  government's  opposition;  and 
here  too  the  right  of  the  persecuted  Jews  to  emigrate  has  been  largely  absent. 
Since  simultaneous  prevention  from  participation  in  the  political  and  eco- 
nomic life  of  the  countries  in  which  they  reside  and  the  closing  off  of  the 
right  to  emigrate  from  the  nations  where  they  are  unwelcome  represents  a 
dangerous  set  of  moves  toward  denial  of  the  rights  of  survival,  we  urge  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage  the 
nations  practising  religious  persecution  to  grant  freedom  of  emigration  to 
these  Jewish  victims,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  President 
Nixon,  the  United  States  Secretary  of  State  Rogers,  and  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Congressional  delegation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  17 
Human  Rights  Treaties 

Whereas :  The  late  Presidents  Kennedy  and  Eisenhower,  and  former  Presi- 
dents Truman  and  Johnson  supported  the  extension  of  America's  principles 
of  liberty,  equality  and  justice  through  this  country's  ratification  of  the 
international  treaties  on  human  rights,  including  the  international  treaty 
against  genocide  or  mass  murder,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  for 
ratification  over  20  years  ago  by  President  Truman ;  and 

Whereas:  The  National  AFL-CIO  organization  as  well  as  various  religious 
and  civic  bodies  have  endorsed  these  treaties,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  reaffirms  its  support  of  the  ratification  without  further  delay  of 
those  treaties  now  pending  before  the  Senate,  i.e.,  the  Convention  on  the 
Prevention  and  Punishment  of  Genocide,  the  Convention  on  the  Political 
Rights  of  Women,  the  Convention  on  the  Abolition  of  Forced  Labor  and  on 
Freedom  of  Association  and  Protection  of  the  Right  to  Organize.  We  also 
call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  submit  to  the  Senate  for  advice 
and  consent  to  ratify  the  Convention  on  the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of 
Racial  Discrimination.  We  take  this  stand  noting  the  hypocritical  position 
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in  which  our  country  is  placed  when  we  affirm  these  rights  within  our  own 
borders  but  refuse  to  support  them  for  the  observance  of  the  whole  world 
through  international  treaty,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  Senators 
Kennedy,  Brooke  and  Fulbright  and  to  President  Nixon. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  18 
Wage  Attachments 

Whereas:  The  protections  in  the  wage  attachment  law  of  Massachusetts 
have  not  kept  pace  with  the  increased  costs  of  living,  and 

Whereas:  There  is  further  need  to  protect  the  poor  wage  earner  and 
consumer. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved,  that  this  Convention  instruct  the  Legislative 
Director  to  file  appropriate  legislation  to  tighten  the  wage  attachment  law 
so  to  protect  the  workers  in  this  Commonwealth. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  19 
War  on  Poverty  Including  a  $2  Federal  Minimum  Wage 

Whereas:  Both  this  State  Labor  Council  and  the  National  AFL-CIO  are 
philosophically  and  historically  committed  to  the  struggle  to  elevate  every 
individual  from  the  poverty-level  through  such  methods  as  organization, 
decent  minimum  wages,  adequate  and  meaningful  job-training  programs,  the 
creation  of  a  reservoir  of  jobs  in  the  public  and  private  employment  sectors, 
social  security  payments  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  living,  and  a  guaran- 
teed adequate  minimum  income,  and 

Whereas:  The  latest  report  of  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  discloses 
that  13%  of  the  population,  more  than  one  out  of  every  eight  people  in  this 
richest  country  in  the  history  of  the  world,  continues  to  live  in  poverty;  and 

Whereas:  Recent  statements  from  Washington  sources  have  indicated 
that,  while  plans  are  under  way  to  revise  and  reshape  the  current  welfare 
system,  there  will  likely  be  no  increase  in  funding  for  the  money-starved 
social  programs  that  would  help  increase  the  income  of  poorer  people ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved :  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  pledges  its  continued  support  to  the  measures  that  would  humanize 
the  welfare  system  and  to  the  measures  calculated  to  reduce  poverty  in 
America,  and  also  support  the  AFL-CIO  endorsement  of  the  O'Hara  Man- 
power and  Training  Bill  (H.R.  11620)  that  has  been  co-sponsored  by  over 
100  Congressmen  and  which  would  help  provide  jobs  and  training  for  those 
who  do  not  share  the  nation's  general  affluence.  We  also  urge  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity  as  an  operational  agency.  In  total, 
we  are  committed  to  the  support  of  those  proposals  which  will  take  us  to  the 
goals  enunciated  by  the  AFL-CIO  Executive  Council  on  February  21,  1969, 
when  in  its  statement  entitled  "Toward  Elimination  Poverty",  it  said  we 
are  well  aware  that  there  is  no  single,  simple  answer  to  poverty,  but  there  are 
solutions.  These  solutions  are  to  be  found  in  the  creation  of  productive  jobs 
at  decent  wages,  social  insurance  providing  adequate  benefits,  and  a  federal 
welfare  program  that  brings  dignity  to  its  recipients,  and 

Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  Convention  support  a  two  ($2.00)  dollar  per 
hour  Federal  minimum  wage  for  all  employees,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Con- 
gressional delegation  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 11 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 
Housing 

Whereas :  Housing  is  an  acute  and  basic  need  for  many  millions  of  Amer- 
icans, and 

Whereas:  Recent  study  commissions  have  found  that  approximately  one 
tenth  of  the  housing  in  America  is  substandard  and  that  there  must  be 
produced  an  average  of  2y2  millions  units  annually  for  the  next  10  years  to 
meet  this  Nation's  needs ;  and 

Whereas:  The  most  acute  needs  are  to  be  found  among  the  low-wage 
earners  and  poor  people  of  this  country  because  of  steady  destruction  of  low- 
rent  housing  and  the  slow  rate  of  addition  to  the  stock  of  low-rent  housing; 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  takes  note  that  some  excellent  programs  have  been  designed  on 
the  national  level  and  approved  by  Congress.  In  giving  our  endorsement  and 
support  to  the  legislation  that  has  been  passed,  we  do  so  with  the  recognition 
that  the  housing  proposals  are  meaningless  without  financing,  and  we  there- 
fore call  on  the  Congress  to  provide  full  funding  for  the  programs  they  have 
voted ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  that  on  the  state  level  we  endorse  and  support  the  moves  for  a 
State  Modernization  Program  (similar  to  the  already  existing  Federal  Mod- 
ernization Program)  for  the  purpose  of  providing  funds  for  the-  physical 
up-grading  of  state-aided  public  housing  projects  via  a  process  that  will 
include  the  principle  of  tenant  participation  in  planning;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved:  that  since  the  inflationary  costs  of  maintaining  and  financing 
state-aided  public  housing,  combined  with  the  low  and  limited  state  subsidy 
for  state-aided  public  housing,  has  resulted  in  such  tenants  paying  anywhere 
from  $10  a  month  and  up  more  than  the  low-income  tenants  of  federally- 
aided  projects  and  will  probably  result  in  further  increases  of  the  rent  for 
these  people  who  can  least  afford  it. 

This  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 
favors  and  supports  increasing  the  state  subsidy  for  public  housing  to  the 
same  level  as  the  federal  subsidy  for  public  housing,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
President  Maurice  Donahue,  the  House  Speaker  Bartley,  and  the  Committee 
on  Urban  Affairs  Chairman,  Senator  Moakley. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  21 
Affiliation  Within  Labor's  Family 

We  continue  to  recognize  the  internal  weakness  which  plagues  the  opera- 
tions of  state  and  local  central  bodies  within  the  family  of  Labor,  the  AFL- 
CIO,  namely  the  voluntarism  of  affiliation  of  local  unions  with  the  respective 
central  bodies  even  though  the  same  central  bodies  are  created  by  central 
affiliate  structure  of  the  125  international  unions  whose  more  than  60,000 
local  unions  are  scattered  among  the  jurisdictions  of  the  50  states  and 
territories. 

We  continue  to  recognize  that  the  same  arguments  are  always  before  us 
—  that  states  should  make  their  programs  so  attractive  that  no  local  union 
can  resist  its  own  voluntary  affiliation;  that  compulsory  affiliation  of  local 
unions  with  central  bodies  as  part  of  the  standards  of  affiliation  of  the  inter- 
national unions  with  the  AFL-CIO  would  only  mean  domination  of  those 
central  bodies  by  the  AFL-CIO  itself  of  certain  international  unions  or  to 
the  AFL-CIO  itself,  and  this  in  turn  would  mean  control  of  organizational 
operations  within  the  central  bodies  by  the  principal  funding  agencies. 

We  further  note,  however,  that  the  approximate  average  50%  affiliation 
record  of  local  union  memberships  with  local  and  state  central  bodies  across 
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the  nation  means  that  those  that  do  affiliate  with  central  bodies,  together 
with  their  officers  and  leadership,  are  considerably  weaker  than  what  the 
disadvantages,  if  any,  of  a  system  of  compulsory  or  automatic  affiliation 
might  bring  with  it  to  state  and  local  area  labor  affairs. 

We  cannot,  however,  afford  any  longer  to  suffer  under  a  concept  of  open- 
shop  voluntarism  in  any  segment  of  the  family  of  Labor.  We  also  note  that 
there  are  middle-of-the-road  steps  that  can  insure  the  health  and  vigor  of 
the  central  bodies,  retaining  a  large  degree  of  local  or  statewide  responsi- 
bility and  grass-roots  autonomy,  while  generally  raising  the  standards  across 
the  nation  of  community  and  statewide  labor  bodies  by  minimum  AFL-CIO 
support  and  controls. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  call  upon  the  AFL-CIO  as  well  as  all  state  and 
large  city  central  bodies,  for  support  of  this  call,  to  establish  a  pattern  of 
affiliation  including  compulsory  affiliation  of  all  local  unions  with  both  their 
state  and  local  central  bodies  through  the  direct  affiliation  of  all  members  of 
all  AFL-CIO  international  unions. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Constitutional  Amendment 

Increase  in  Nine  Cent  Per  Month  Per  Capita  Tax 

The  Executive  Council  recommends  that  the  present  monthly  per  capita 
tax  of  nine  cents  (90)  per  month  be  made  permanent  for  the  following 
reasons : 

1.  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  just  as  all  business 
must  meet  the  inflationary  advances  which  occur  annually  —  roughly 
about  3  %  of  gross  expenditures  which  to  the  State  Labor  Council  means 
$5,000  to  $6,000  per  year. 

2.  Increases  in  the  expenses  for  salaries,  telephone,  rent,  postage,  printing, 
travel  and  conferences  have  come  about  because  of  the  inflationary 
cycle. 

3.  There  is  a  need  for  a  modern  up-to-date,  and  efficient  office. 

4.  There  is  a  need  to  maintain  establishd  programs  of  the  Council  and  to 
introduce  additional  projects  to  meet  the  challenge  of  our  times. 

5.  All  of  these  are  essential  to  meet  the  pressures  of  labor's  opponents  in 
the  legislative  field  —  National  Right -to-Work  Committee,  Associated 
Industries  of  Massachusetts,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  etc.  The  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  is  the  watchdog  and  police  force  at  the 
State  House  and  needs  to  retain  and  improve  the  benefit  structure  in 
the  fields  of  Workmen's  Compensation  ($45  million  in  lost  wages  re- 
covered in  1967),  Unemployment  Compensation  (over  $35  million  in 
benefits  paid  out  in  1967),  minimum  wage  legislation,  to  improve  edu- 
cational facilities  as  well  as  standards,  to  keep  the  taxing  process 
within  the  means  of  working  men  and  women,  and 

6.  Whereas:  COPE  needs  additional  funds  for  its  important  activities,  and 

7.  Whereas:  The  Union  Label  Committee  needs  funds  for  its  important 
activities  and  should  not  conduct  solicitation  of  funds  from  the  dele- 
gates by  the  drawings  at  the  Convention,  and 

8.  Whereas:  The  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  passed  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  providing  for  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate  of  nine 
cents  (90)  per  month,  but  limited  it  to  a  one  year  period  to  January  1, 
1970,  and 

9.  Whereas:  There  is  need  to  continue  the  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the 
rate  of  nine  cents  (90)  per  month  instead  of  seven  cents  (70)  and  to 
make  this  a  permanent  part  of  the  Constitution,  Now,  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved:  That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  first 
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sentence  of  Section  1  Article  VIII  inserting  the  following  new  first 
sentence  in  Section  1  of  Article  VIII : 

"Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall  pay  a  monthly  per  capita 
tax  at  the  rate  of  nine  cents  (90)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues  pay- 
ing members;  of  this  amount  one  cent  (10)  shall  be  earmarked  for 
COPE  activities;  and  one  dollar  ($1.00)  for  each  delegate  registered  at 
the  annual  conventions  of  the  Council  shall  be  earmarked  for  union  label 
activities  by  the  Union  Label  Committee." 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  23 
Rescinding  Rule  10  of  National  AFL-CIO 

Whereas:  Resolution  No.  59  was  adopted  at  the  10th  Annual  Convention 
and  Resolution  No.  12  was  adopted  at  the  11th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calling  for  the  rescission  of 
Rule  10  relative  to  voting  procedures  by  state  and  other  labor  councils,  and 

Whereas :  These  resolutions  were  presented  by  the  delegates  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  at  the  National  AFL-CIO  Conventions  in 
Miami,  Florida  in  December  1967  and  Atlantic  City  in  October  1969,  and 

Whereas:  The  Executive  Council  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  has  to  date  not 
repealed  Rule  10,  and 

Whereas :  The  principles  of  Rule  10  are  still  contrary  to  the  concept  of  free 
democracy  involving  secret  ballot  voting,  and 

Whereas:  Under  Rule  10  it  seems  that  any  delegate  can  check  the  ballots 
of  any  other  delegate  from  other  unions  which  is  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  secret  ballot  voting :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  reaffirms  its  position  on  Rule  10  calling 
for  its  rescission,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  officers  be  instructed  to  write  an  appropriate  letter  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO  calling  for  a  change  in  Rule  10. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  24 
Opposition  to  Any  Increase  in  Automobile  Insurance  Rates 

Whereas :  The  automobile  insurance  rates  in  Massachusetts  are  among  the 
highest  in  the  United  States,  and 

Whereas :  The  existing  rates  do  not  take  into  account  the  actual  earnings 
including  investment  income  of  insurance  companies,  and 

Whereas :  The  existing  system  of  automobile  insurance  only  returns  to  the 
beneficiaries  a  relatively  small  portion  of  the  premiums  paid,  and 

Whereas:  The  General  Court  will  have  under  consideration  various  pro- 
posals to  provide  a  more  equitable  system,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
oppose  any  increase  in  the  present  exorbitant  insurance  rates  and  that  the 
Council  investigate  and  support  efforts  to  provide  a  more  equitable  system 
of  automobile  insurance. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  25 
Investigation  of  Delays  in  Processing  Industrial  Accident  Claims 

Whereas :  There  is  a  very  substantial  backlog  of  cases  before  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board  resulting  in  long  delays  in  the  processing  of  claims  by  in- 
jured workers,  and 

Whereas :  These  long  delays  are  compelling  many  workers  to  go  on  welfare 
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or  other  public  assistance  during  the  period  when  they  are  unable  to  work, 
and 

Whereas:  Many  workers  are  literally  starved  into  accepting  inadequate 
settlements  from  insurance  companies  because  of  these  long  delays,  and 

Whereas :  The  State  of  Maryland  has  made  great  strides  in  resolving  this 
problem, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
requests  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  investigate  and  study  the 
procedures  adopted  by  Maryland  to  eliminate  the  backlog  and  delays  in 
processing  claims  for  workmen's  compensation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  26 

Support  of  Union  Food  Stores 

Whereas:  The  employees  of  Union  Food  Stores  in  this  area  are  enjoying 
conditions  equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in  the  United  States, 
and 

Whereas:  The  Members  of  organized  labor  in  Massachusetts  should  pur- 
chase their  food  in  any  of  the  organized  food  stores  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas :  The  following  food  stores  have  contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions 
in  Massachusetts  — 

First  National  Stores,  Inc. 

Stop  &  Shop,  Inc. 

Elm  Farm  Foods  Company 

Supreme  Markets,  Inc. 

Capitol  Supermarkets,  Inc. 

Folsom's  Market 

Blair's  Foodland 

Mai's  Market 

Popular  Markets 

Burlington  I.G.A.  Stores 

Bridgewater  I.G.A.  Stores 

New  England  Food  Fair  Stores,  Inc. 

Lodgen's  Markets,  Inc. 

Great  Scott  Stores,  Inc. 

Chelmsford  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 

Malder  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 

Lee  Supermarkets 

Shelburne  Falls  Food  Freezer  Lockers 

Growers  Outlet  Stores,  Inc. 

Hi-Way  Supermarket  of  Taunton 

Almacs,  Inc.,  Bellingham  and  Fairhaven 

A  &  P  Stores  in  Taunton  and  in  Western  Mass. 

Fall  River  Packing  Co.,  Fall  River 

Austin's  Meat  Stores,  Inc.,  of  New  Bedford  and  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Whereas:  The  members  of  organized  labor  should  cooperate  with  Union 
Members  working  in  Union  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Annual  Convention 
assembled  in  Boston  do  hereby  go  on  record  in  the  passage  of  this  Resolution 
endorsing  the  campaign  of  the  Food  Store  Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get 
all  members  to  shop  in  Union  Food  Stores  in  their  home  areas,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Delegates  to  this  Convention  bring  the 
request  made  in  this  Resolution  back  to  their  own  Locals  at  their  next  meet- 
ing, and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  so  that  the  Local 
Officers  will  have  a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  ask 
their  Members  when  shopping  in  Food  Stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food 
Sign. 
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BE  UNION!  BUY  UNION!  SHOP  UNION! 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  27 
Unfair  Food  Stores 

Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Retail  Food  Stores 
are  in  direct  competition  with  Union  Food  Stores,  and 

Whereas:  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Food  Stores  are 
undermining  the  wages  and  working  conditions  of  Union  members,  and 

Whereas :  The  attitude  of  Star  Market  Co.  and  other  non-union  Food 
Stores  is  strongly  anti-Union  and  should  be  deplored  by  members  of  or- 
ganized labor  everywhere,  and 

Whereas :  Non-union  Food  Stores  in  the  Retail  Business  do  not  give  their 
employees  wages  and  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits  comparable  to 
those  given  to  employees  in  Union  Retail  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention,  by  the  passage  of  this 
Resolution,  does  hereby  place  the  Star  Market  Co.  on  the  "Unfair  —  Do  Not 
Patronize  List"  and  does  hereby  request  members  of  organized  labor  not  to 
patronize  Star  Market  Co.  or  any  non-union  company  but  to  look  for  the 
Union  Shop  Card  when  shopping  in  Retail  Food  Stores  and  shop  where  the 
Union  Shop  Card  is  displayed,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  all 
Locals  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  the  Local 
Officers  will  have  a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  will 
ask  their  members  when  shopping  in  food  stores  to  look  for  the  Union  Food 
Sign. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  28 
Protection  of  Migrant  Workers 

Whereas :  Many  Migrant  Workers  are  now  employed  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and 

Whereas :  These  workers  are  employed  in  the  Cranberry  Industry,  working 
in  the  cranberry  bogs,  and 

Whereas :  They  are  also  employed  on  many  farms  throughout  the  State, 
and 

Whereas :  Legislation  on  sanitation  and  decent  health  conditions  as  well  as 
wages  should  be  filed  on  behalf  of  these  workers  by  organized  labor  for  their 
protection,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  assembled  here  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  does  hereby,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution,  go  on  record 
as  in  favor  of  legislation  similar  to  Federal  legislation  to  protect  these  Mi- 
grant Workers,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  get 
together  with  all  interested  parties  and  to  file  legislation,  which  will  protect 
Migrant  Workers. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  29 

Lifting  of  Weight  by  Women 

Whereas :  For  some  time  the  female  members  of  organized  labor  in  Massa- 
chusetts have  been  forced  to  lift  weights  of  40  pounds  and  over,  and 

Whereas:  Many  members  of  the  locals  which  are  engaged  in  the  retail 
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trade  which  employs  female  workers  have  objected  to  the  law  as  being  unfair, 
and 

Whereas :  Females  should  not  be  required  to  lift  weights  of  this  kind,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  shall  be  empowered  by  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  file  legislation  which  will  change  the  State  Law  to  30  pounds  or  less, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  President,  by  the  passage  of  this  resolu- 
tion, be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  with  all  interested  parties  prior  to  the 
submission  of  such  legislation  to  cover  this  to  the  General  Court. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  30 
Union  Label  Show 

Whereas:  The  Union  Industry  Show  of  the  AFL-CIO  is  one  of  the  greatest 
media  of  advertising  for  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas :  When  it  was  held  in  Boston  in  1952  the  show  was  attended  by  a 
tremendous  number  of  people  who  for  the  first  time  were  indoctrinated  in 
the  operation  of  Labor  Union,  and 

Whereas:  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the  Show  again  be  held  in  this 
Stronghold  of  the  AFL-CIO,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  invite  the  Union  Industry  Show  to  Boston, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Officers  and  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  requested  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  bring  the  Show  to  Boston. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  31 
Unemployment  Compensation  for  Locked  Out  Workers 

Whereas:  The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  denies  unem- 
ployment compensation  to  members  of  organized  labor  who  are  locked  out 
of  their  jobs  by  employers,  and 

Whereas :  Unscrupulous  employers,  from  time  to  time,  have  used  this  law 
as  an  economic  weapon  against  the  members  of  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas:  Organized  Labor  should  make  every  effort  to  see  to  it  that  our 
members  are  given  every  protection  under  a  new  law,  and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  its  Legis- 
lative Department  should  be  the  leader  in  the  fight  against  this  unfair  law  in 
Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas :  We  were  defeated  in  our  efforts  in  the  past  session  of  the  legis- 
lature in  getting  this  bill  passed  for  the  protection  of  our  members,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  major  drive  of  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment in  the  coming  session  of  the  legislature  shall  be  directed  toward  passage 
of  this  bill,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  empowered  by  the  passage  of  this  resolution  to 
use  every  means  at  the  command  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  to  bring  about  the  successful  passage  of  this  new  law,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  prior  to  the  submission  of  the  legislation  to 
the  General  Court,  the  President  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  legal  advisors  to 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  all  other  interested 
parties  so  that  this  legislation  can  be  drawn  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  of 
the  Local  Unions  which  are  members  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 
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Be  It  Finally  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Court  when  it  convenes  in  1969. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  32 
Support  of  Department  Heads 

Whereas:  The  Departments  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  have  done  a  remarkable  job  in  taking  care  of  the  activity  and 
business  of  the  Council,  and 

Whereas:  Francis  E.  Lavigne,  Director  of  Education,  James  A.  Broyer, 
Legislative  Director,  Albert  G.  Clifton,  Legislative  Consultant,  John  A.  Calla- 
han, COPE  Director,  and  Gerard  Kable,  Public  Relations  Director,  are  carry- 
ing on  their  work  in  such  a  way  that  they  bring  much  credit  and  prestige  to 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  by  their  combined  good 
work,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  does  hereby  go  on  record  as  endorsing  their 
good  work  and  does  hereby  compliment  them  for  a  job  well  done,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  this  Convention  assembled 
in  Boston  does  give  them  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George  F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat 
Cutters  District  Union  Local  No.  2,  Natick.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  33 
Licensing  of  Cooks 

Whereas :  The  cooks  are  classified  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
as  public  housekeepers  and  are  labeled  not  as  craftsman  such  as  plumbers, 
electricians,  nurses,  doctors,  etc. 

Whereas:  They  prepare  food  for  consumption  to  the  public,  and  many 
people  are  poisoned  by  eating  food  prepared  by  unqualified  cooks, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  go  on  the  records  supporting 
the  bill  for  the  licensing  of  cooks,  and  be  it  therefore 

Resolved:  that  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  instructed  to  file  appropriate  legislation  in  the 
1970  session  of  the  legislature  to  cover  these  employees  under  the  provisions 
of  the  General  Laws. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  Joseph  Stefani,  Cooks  &  Pastry  Cooks  Local  186, 
Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  34 
Unemployment  Compensation  for  Non-Profit  Organizations 

Whereas:  The  vast  majority  of  the  employees  working  in  colleges  and 
schools  are  employed  approximately  38  weeks  of  the  year,  do  not  come  under 
Unemployment  Compensation,  and  when  seeking  work  cannot  find  jobs  be- 
cause of  their  return  to  certain  colleges  or  schools ;  and 

Whereas:  These  workers  are  put  in  a  category  of  second-class  citizens, 

Be  It  Resolved:  that  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  instructed  to  file  proper  legislation  in  the 
1970  session  of  the  legislature  to  cover  these  employees  under  the  provisions 
of  the  General  Laws. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  Joseph  Stefani,  Cooks  &  Pastry  Cooks  Local  186, 
Boston.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  35 

Support  of  Union  Insurance  Agents 

Whereas:  The  Insurance  Workers  International  Union  is  striving  to  com- 
plete the  organization  of  the  debit  insurance  agent  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  is  battling  the  greatest  concentration  of  wealth  any  Union  has  ever 
fought  against,  and 

Whereas :  A  number  of  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  various  Mass. 
State  Labor  Conventions  endorsing  the  principle  of  buying  insurance  from 
union  insurance  agents,  and 

Whereas:  There  are  Union  debit  agents  in  the  following  insurance  com- 
panies : 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company Union  Shop 

John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co Union  Shop 

Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co Open  Shop 

Prudential  Life  Insurance  Company Open  Shop 

Union  Labor  Life Union  Shop 

Whereas :  In  spite  of  all  good  intentions,  millions  of  dollars  of  insurance  is 
still  being  sold  to  members  of  labor  organizations  by  the  unorganized  life  in- 
surance agent, 

Whereas:  Even  in  a  life  insurance  company  that  has  a  Union  Shop,  it  is 
still  possible  to  buy  insurance  from  an  individual  who  does  not  hold  a  Union 
card  such  as  —  Management  personnel,  brokers  and  ordinary  agents,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  respectfully,  but  urgently,  call  upon  all 
affiliated  international  unions,  their  Local  Unions,  and  their  members  to 
transact  all  life  insurance  and  group  insurance  with  members  of  the  Insur- 
ance Workers  International  Union,  AFL-CIO.  Before  purchasing  insurance, 
ask  the  agent  to  show  his  Union  Card. 

(Submitted  by  Maurice  Nerman,  President,  Insurance  Workers  Interna- 
tional Union,  AFL-CIO,  Local  36,  Boston) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  36 
Unfair  Hospitals 

Whereas :  Building  Service  Employees'  Local  254  has  been  certified  by  the 
Massachusetts  Labor  Relations  Commission  as  bargaining  agent  for  certain 
employees  of  the  University  Hospital  in  Boston 

And  Whereas:  The  Hospital  has  been  found  guilty  by  the  Massachusetts 
Labor  Relations  Commission  of  refusal  to  bargain  with  the  union 

And  Whereas:  The  University  Hospital  receives  money  from  the  United 
Fund 

And  Whereas:  A  committee  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Massachu- 
chusetts  State  Labor  Council  has  met  with  representatives  of  the  United 
Fund  and  protested  the  allocation  of  this  money  to  the  University  Hospital 
until  they  obey  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  and  said  committee  never 
received  an  answer 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  withdraws 
its  support  of  the  United  Community  Fund  until  such  time  as  it  withdraws 
all  allocations  to  the  University  Hospital  and  any  other  hospital  or  institution 
found  guilty  of  unfair  labor  practices  involving  unions  affiliated  with  this 
council. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate  Edward  Sullivan,  Building  Service  Employees' 
International  Union,  Local  254.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  37 

Increase  in  Workmen's  Compensation  Benefits  for 
Permanently  Injured  Workers 

Whereas:  Workmen's  Compensation  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
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bling  an  incapacitated  worker  to  subsist  at  a  reasonable  standard  during  the 
period  of  his  incapacity  and 

Whereas:  A  worker  who  is  permanently  unable  to  work  is  compensated  at 
rates  in  effect  at  the  time  of  his  injury,  regardless  of  later  increases  in  com- 
pensation benefits  necessitated  by  increased  living  costs,  a  condition  that 
constantly  reduces  the  injured  worker's  living  standards  far  below  the 
poverty  level 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  1969  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  instruct  the  legislative  department  to  file  a 
bill  amending  the  Massachusetts  Workmen's  Compensation  Law  to  provide 
that  injured  workers  obtain  monetary  benefits  enacted  subsequent  to  their 
injury. 

(Submitted  by  Delegates:  James  B.  Lavin,  President,  Kenneth  J.  Mangan, 
Secretary,  Worcester,  Mass.  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  38 
To  Increase  Benefits  Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law 

Whereas:  Workmen's  Compensation  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  an  incapacitated  worker  to  subsist  at  a  reasonable  standard  during 
the  period  of  his  incapacity,  and 

Whereas :  A  worker  who  is  permanently  unable  to  work  is  compensated  at 
rates  in  effect  at  the  time  of  his  injury  regardless  of  later  increases  in 
compensation  benefits,  necessitated  by  increased  living  costs,  a  condition  that 
constantly  reduces  the  injured  worker's  living  standards  far  below  the 
poverty  level, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  number  one  item  on  the  Mass.  Labor 
Council  legislative  program  be  to  amend  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Law 
to  provide  that  injured  workers  obtain  monetary  benefits  enacted  subsequent 
to  their  injury. 

(Submitted  by:  William  Karpowicz,  President  and  Delegate;  Warren  E. 
Houle,  Rec.  Sec,  U.S.A.  Local  3274,  Worcester.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  39 
Textile  Apparel  Imports 

Whereas:  The  jobs  of  the  men  and  women  who  work  in  the  Textile-Apparel 
industry  are  in  peril 

Whereas:  Imports  of  textile  and  textile  products  already  equal  the  pro- 
duction of  the  six  largest  textile  firms  in  the  nation 

Whereas:  Textile  imports  are  constantly  increasing,  threatening  the  jobs 
of  2y2  million  workers  in  the  Textile-Apparel  industry 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  we  call  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  Congress  to  take  immediate  action  to  halt  this  rising  tide  of 
imports 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  we  call  upon  Congress  and  the  President  to 
act  now  to  protect  the  jobs  of  the  people  in  the  Textile- Apparel  industries,  as 
well  as  those  additional  millions  in  hundreds  of  communities  across  the  land 
whose  livelihood  depends  upon  those  jobs. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  communications  from  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council  be  sent  to  all  Massachusetts  Congressmen  and  Senators 
urging  them  to  conform  with  this  Resolution. 

(Submitted  by:  New  Bedford  &  Cape  Cod  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  Helen 
Miranda,  President;  George  E.  Carignan,  Sec'y-Treasurer.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  40 

Union  Recognition  for  Federal  Employees 

Whereas:  At  present  all  federal  employees  are  under  an  executive  order 
and 
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Whereas :  Said  executive  order  gives  management  the  last  say  in  bargain- 
ing and 

Whereas:  Said  executive  order  can  be  rescinded  at  any  time 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  through  our  parent  AFL-CIO  through  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  seek  and  support  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  United  Federation  of  Postal 
Clerks,  AFL-CIO  to  obtain  union  recognition  by  law  for  all  federal  employees 

And  Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  all 
the  Congressmen  and  Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate  Robert  F.  Caracciolo,  President  Local  No.  497-8, 
Springfield,  Mass.,  United  Federation  of  Postal  Clerks.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  41 
Rescission  of  Rule  10  in  Voting 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  has  adopted 
in  the  past  a  Resolution  calling  for  the  rescinding  of  Rule  10  relative  to 
voting  procedures  by  state  conventions ;  and 

Whereas:  At  the  last  convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO  the  Executive  Council  was  instructed  to  test  the  legality;  and 

Whereas:  Rule  10  requires  the  delegates  to  sign  the  ballot  when  they  vote 
for  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  which  is 
completely  undemocratic  and  not  in  keeping  with  the  great  traditions  of  the 
labor  movement,  it  makes  a  farce  of  secret  ballot  voting;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  once  again  call  for  a  recission  of  Rule  10 ; 
and  be  it 

Further  Resolved:  That  the  delegates  to  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO,  go  on  record  as  refusing 
to  sign  the  ballot  and  thereby  indicate  their  non-concurrence  with  the  un- 
democratic procedures  of  Rule  10,  and  in  this  fashion  establish  once  again 
the  sacred  principle  of  the  secret  ballot. 

(Submitted  by  Local  178,  ILGWU,  Fall  River,  Ralph  Roberts,  Manager.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  42 
Opposition  to  Rule  10 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  has  been 
unable  to  rescind  Rule  10  which  provides  that  during  the  elections  for  officers 
of  the  above-mentioned  Council  the  delegates  must  sign  the  ballot ;  and 

Whereas:  Rule  10  denies  the  delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  the  right  of  secret  vote  and  is  not  in  accord  with  the 
great  democratic  traditions  of  the  labor  movement;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved :  That  the  delegates  assembled  at  the  Twelfth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  go  on  record  as  oppos- 
ing Rule  10 ;  and  further  be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  delegates  indicate  their  opposition  to  this  undemocratic 
procedure  by  refusing  to  sign  the  ballot  and  therefore  test  the  legality  of 
Rule  10. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate  Arthur  S.  Flores,  President,  AFSC  &  ME  Local 
464,  Norfolk.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  43 
Imports  of  Fishery  Products 

Whereas:  Imports  of  foreign  fishery  products  now  constitute  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  the  edible  fish  and  fish  products  consumed  in  this  country  annu- 
ally and, 

Whereas:  The  United  States  balance  of  payments  deficit  in  fishery  prod- 
ucts now  exceeds  $500,000,000  and, 
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Whereas:  The  millions  of  dollars  expended  by  the  American  people  on 
foreign  fishery  products  constitute  a  tremendous  subsidy  for  foreign  fishery 
fleets,  enabling  such  foreign  fleets  to  build  and  equip  fishing  vessels  far 
superior  to  American  fishing  vessels  and, 

Whereas :  Imports  of  proportions  enumerated  herein  if  allowed  to  continue 
and  maintain  the  increases  we  have  observed  over  the  past  several  years 
will  most  surely  destroy  the  American  fishing  industry  and, 

Whereas:  Such  destruction  will  not  only  affect  the  economy  of  our  fishing 
industry  but  will  also  seriously  affect  conservation  and  thus  deplete  a  valu- 
able food  supply  of  utmost  importance  to  the  American  as  evidenced  by  the 
depletion  of  the  George's  Bank  haddock  fishery  and, 

Whereas:  Imports  as  now  constituted  have  resulted  in  a  United  States 
catch  of  less  than  Four  Billion  pounds  of  fish,  the  lowest  catch  record  since 
1943  and, 

Whereas :  Instead  of  increasing  tariff  rates  on  fishery  products  to  furnish 
some  protection  for  American  fishermen,  present  tariffs,  already  much  too 
low,  have  been  cut  in  half : 

Now,  Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved :  This  Convention  go  on  record,  to  do  every- 
thing possible  for  the  establishment  of  a  quota  which  will  limit  importation 
of  fishery  products  which  the  American  fishing  industry  can  produce  in 
necessary  quantities  to  fill  the  needs  of  American  markets  and  thus  allow 
American  fishermen  a  reasonable  share  of  their  own  markets,  such,  quota  to 
be  at  least  60%  of  present  market  needs. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  Quotas  are  necessary  to  insure  economic  stability 
in  the  United  States  fishing  industry,  and  also  to  strengthen  the  determina- 
tion of  American  fishermen  to  promote  and  work  for  conservation  programs 
which  will  maintain  present  United  States  resources  on  a  sustained  yield 
basis. 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved:  Copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  AFL-CIO,  so 
that  the  full  strength  of  organized  labor  can  be  utilized  for  the  benefit  of 
an  industry  which  cannot  survive  unless  help  is  forthcoming,  to  all  appro- 
priate governmental  agencies  and  to  members  of  Congress. 

(Submitted  by  Austin  Skinner,  New  Bedford  Fishermen's  Union,  affili- 
ated with  Seafarers  International  Union  of  N.  A.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  44 
Mandatory  Check-Off 

Whereas:  Most  Unions  have  a  check-off  of  Union  dues  and  fees  written 
into  their  Agreement 

Whereas:  Some  employers  fail  to  remit  promptly  Union  dues  and  fees  to 
the  Union 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  Council  file  a  Bill  before  the  Legisla- 
ture to  make  it  mandatory  for  employers  to  remit  the  amounts  deducted  for 
said  purposes. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Wall,  Hotel  Service  Employees  and  Bartenders 
Union  Local  116,  Chicopee-Holyoke-Westfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  45 
Publicizing  of  Labor  Disputes 

Whereas :  Employers  during  the  continuance  of  a  strike,  lock-out  or  other 
Labor  trouble  publicly  advertise  in  newspapers  or  by  posters,  or  otherwise, 
for  employees,  must  plainly  in  type  as  prominent  as  the  largest  printed  mat- 
ter in  the  advertisement  or  poster,  mention  in  such  advertisement  that  a 
strike,  lock-out  or  other  Labor  trouble  exisits  amongst  his  employees. 

Whereas:  Such  employees  advertise  in  newspapers  or  orally  and  by  other 
means  that  they  cater  to  parties,  banquets  and  functions  during  such  disputes 
where  the  employer  fails  to  notify  such  prospective  customers,  group  organi- 
zations and  others  that  a  strike  or  lock-out  exists 
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Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  employers  who  solicits  parties,  social 
events,  or  other  functions  shall  plainly,  in  type  as  prominent  as  the  largest 
printed  matter  in  the  advertisement,  or  orally,  notify  any  prospective  cus- 
tomer when  soliciting  for  such  an  event,  notify  them  that  a  Labor  dispute 
exists 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  any  such  employer,  or  his  representative, 
who  fails  or  neglects  to  comply  with  said  law  shall  be  guilty  of  misdemeanor, 
and  upon  conviction  shall  be  punished  for  a  first  offense  by  a  fine  of  $400.00 
or  by  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both  by  such  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  Wall,  Hotel  Service  Employees  and  Bartenders 
Union  Local  116,  Chicopee-Holyoke-Westfield.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  46 
Voting  Records  of  Legislators 

Whereas:  The  labor  movement  of  Massachusetts  holds  as  its  primary  ob- 
jective in  the  policies  and  programs  of  the  Mass.  AFL-CIO  COPE — the 
election  of  candidates  with  the  same  political  convictions  and  attitudes  of  the 
labor  movement,  and 

Whereas :  The  members  of  the  local  central  bodies  are  more  familiar  with 
the  candidates  of  their  respective  districts,  and 

Whereas:  The  voting  record  of  members  of  the  State  Legislature  some- 
times fail  to  give  a  true  picture  of  the  legislative  actions  of  particular  candi- 
dates ; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  convention  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  instruct  the  legislative  department  to  refrain  from  send- 
ing congratulation  letters  commending  100%  favorable  voting  records  to 
members  of  the  State  Legislature  until  the  central  labor  bodies  have  an 
opportunity  to  peruse  the  list  and  give  their  approval.  This  will  save  the 
embarrassment  of  local  central  bodies  recommending  the  endorsement  of 
more  worthy  candidates  at  the  COPE  conference  and  after  the  state  body 
endorses  the  central  body  choice  to  find  unendorsed  candidates  displaying 
the  voting  record  letter  as  an  official  endorsement  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  James  B.  Lavin,  President,  Kenneth  J.  Mangan, 
Secretary,  Worcester,  Mass.  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  47 
France's  Embargo  to  Israel 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  deems  that 
the  action  of  the  French  Government  to  stop  delivery  of  contracted  and  paid 
for  aircraft  and  spare  parts  to  Israel  since  June  1967,  constitutes  a  direct 
threat  to  Israel's  security  and  peace  in  the  Middle  East,  and, 

Whereas:  The  French  Government  finds  nothing  wrong  in  delivering  air- 
craft to  an  Arab  Government  fiercely  hostile  to  Israel  and  with  the  avowed 
intention  of  destroying  that  democracy  in  the  Middle  East,  now,  therefore, 
be  it, 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls 
upon  the  French  Government  to  end  its  one  sided  embargo  against  the  Re- 
public of  Israel,  which  stems  from  the  former  Government  of  President 
De  Gaulle,  and  to  commence  immediate  delivery  of  the  contracted  and  paid 
for  aircraft  to  Israel  so  that  it  can  deter  the  hostile  Arab  neighbors  from 
their  open  and  declared  intention  of  destroying  Israel  and  annihilating  its 
population  who  only  wish  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  with  their  neighbors. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Philip  Kramer,  V.P.,  Manager,  ILGWU  Joint 
Board;  Henry  J.  Brides,  Manager  Local  24,  ILGWU;  Edward  Milano,  Man- 
ager, ILGWU;  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU;  and  Marchie  LaGrasta, 
ILGWU.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  48 
Direct  Arab-Israel  Peace  Negotiations 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  expresses  its 
concern  that  the  people  of  Israel  are  denied  their  right  to  peace  and  that  they 
must  carry  heavy  defense  burdens  which  divert  human  and  material  resources 
from  productive  pursuits,  and, 

Whereas :  We  deeply  regret  that  Israel's  Arab  neighbors,  after  three  futile 
and  costly  wars,  still  refuse  to  negotiate  a  final  peace  settlement  with  Israel, 
and, 

Whereas:  We  believe  that  the  issues  which  divide  Israel  and  the  Arab 
states  can  be  resolved  in  the  spirit  and  service  of  peace,  now  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls 
upon  the  leaders  of  the  Arab  States  to  meet  the  Israelis  in  face  to  face  nego- 
tiations as  the  parties  to  the  conflict  must  be  parties  to  the  settlement,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  opposes 
any  attempt  by  outside  powers 'to  impose  half  way  measures  not  conducive  to 
a  permanent  peace  and  that  the  United  States  should  oppose  all  pressures 
upon  Israel  to  withdraw  prematurely  and  unconditionally  from  any  of  the 
territories  which  Israel  now  administers. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Philip  Kramer,  V.P.,  Manager,  ILGWU  Joint 
Board;  Henry  J.  Brides,  Manager  Local  24,  ILGWU;  Edward  Milano,  Man- 
ager, ILGWU;  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU;  and  Marchie  LaGrasta, 
ILGWU.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  49 
The  Anti-Semitic  Measures  of  the  Soviet  and  Arab  Governments 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  notes  with 
alarm  the  upsurge  of  anti-Semitism  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Arab 
States,  culminating  in  the  horrifying  mass  hangings  in  Iraq  of  Christians, 
Jews  and  Moslems,  and, 

Whereas:  The  trampling  of  civil  rights  and  elementary  freedoms  of  the 
Jewish  citizens  of  Soviet  Russia  and  the  Arab  countries,  which  only  en- 
courages the  re-emergence  of  the  Nazi  party  in  West  Germany,  now,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calls 
upon  the  Governments  of  the  Soviet  Union,  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Iraq  to  end 
their  inhuman  suppression  and  mistreatment  of  their  Jewish  minorities  and 
to  allow  the  elementary  freedoms  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of  their  respective 
countries,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  Arab  Governments  in  particular 
Iraq,  which  had  pledged  to  do  this  as  has  the  Soviet  Government,  to  allow  all 
those  people  of  the  Jewish  faith  who  wish  to  emigrate,  to  do  so  without 
further  delay  or  hindrances,  and  to  this  end,  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  adheres 
to  the  policy  of  supporting  the  Histadrut,  Israel's  Federation  of  Labor,  so 
that  this  democratic  trade  federation  can  help  in  the  absorption  of  those  who 
may  find  it  possible  to  leave  their  countries  of  oppression. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Philip  Kramer,  V.P.,  Manager,  ILGWU  Joint 
Board;  Henry  J.  Brides,  Manager  Local  24,  ILGWU;  Edward  Milano,  Man- 
ager, ILGWU;  Enrico  Parente,  Local  80,  ILGWU;  and  Marchie  LaGrasta, 
ILGWU.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  50 

National  and  International  Union  Conventions  in  Right  to  Work  States 

Whereas:  Most  manufacturers,  business  men  and  politicians  in  Right  to 
Work  States  oppose  Unions  by  every  method  possible  and 
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Whereas :  This  same  anti-union  group  seek  to  undermine  the  union  condi- 
tions brought  about  after  years  of  struggle  by  Union  members  by  fully  sup- 
porting all  anti-union  proprosals  and 

Whereas :  These  Right  to  Work  States  attempt  wherever  possible  to  pirate 
industry  from  other  States  by  playing  up  their  low  wage,  anti-union  charac- 
ter and 

Whereas :  At  the  same  time  they  strive  to  benefit  from  Unions  by  encourag- 
ing Union  Conventions  to  be  held  in  Right  to  Work  States  thereby  financially 
gaining  from  Union  delegates  on  the  one  hand,  while  fighting  Unions  on  the 
other. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Mass.  State  Council,  AFL-CIO  urge 
the  National  AFL-CIO  not  to  schedule  Conventions  or  Executive  Council 
Conferences  in  any  State  having  a  Right  to  Work  Law  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  all  delegates  assembled  urge  their  respective 
Internationals  to  avoid  scheduling  their  International  Conventions  in  Right 
to  Work  States  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
Officers  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  and  to  the  Executive  Council,  AFL-CIO 
members. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Albert  Latini,  President,  and  Robert  Lafleur, 
North  Worcester  County  Labor  Council.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  51 
Footwear  Imports  Into  the  United  States 

Whereas:  Foreign  made  shoes  continue  to  enter  the  United  States  at  an 
alarming  rate  and  increasingly  jeopardize  the  American  shoe  industry  and 
the  jobs  it  provides ;  and 

Whereas :  Imports  of  leather  and  vinyl  footwear  —  exclusive  of  rubber 
footwear  —  have  increased  from  less  than  10  million  pairs  in  1956  to  176 
million  pairs  in  1968  —  amounting  to  27%  of  domestic  production  and  22% 
of  domestic  consumption ;  and 

Whereas:  U.  S.  exports  of  such  footwear  declined  from  5  million  pairs  in 
1956  to  less  than  3  million  pairs  in  1968  due  to  extremely  high  tariffs  and 
other  discriminating  obstacles  which  foreign  nations  impose  against  U.  S. 
made  footwear ;  and 

Whereas:  The  imbalance  of  trade  between  the  United  States  and  other 
nations  is  due  to  the  vast  difference  in  labor  costs  such  as  the  following: 
JAPAN:  Imports  up  from  1954-56  base  of  2^2  million  pairs  to  651/4  million 
pairs  in  1968  with  prevailing  hourly  wage,  including  fringe  benefits  of  57.20 ; 
ITALY :  Imports  up  from  1954-56  base  of  1  million  pairs  to  59  million  pairs 
in  1968  with  prevailing  hourly  wage,  including  fringe  benefits,  of  $1.04; 
SPAIN :  Imports  up  from  1954-56  base  of  23,000  pairs  to  141/4  million  pairs 
in  1968  with  prevailing  hourly  wage,  including  fringe  benefits,  of  550 ; 
TAIWAN :  Imports  up  from  zero  in  1954-56  to  15%  million  pairs  in  1968 
with  prevailing  hourly  wage,  including  fringe  benefits  of  14.40  for  men  and 
7.90  for  women;  UNITED  STATES:  Prevailing  hourly  wages,  including 
fringe  benefits  is  $2.70 ;  and 

Whereas :  In  1968  an  additional  56,000  American  shoe  workers  would  have 
been  employed  to  produce  the  foreign  made  footwear  sold  in  the  United 
States ;  and 

Whereas:  Estimates  by  qualified  sources  indicate  that  if  imports  of  for- 
eign footwear  are  allowed  to  increase  at  present  rates  the  shoe  industry  in 
the  United  States  and  the  235,000  jobs  it  now  provides  may  well  disappear 
from  the  American  scene  within  the  next  ten  years ;  and 

Whereas:  American  shoe  workers  reject  any  assumption  that  the  shoe  or 
any  other  American  industry  should  be  allowed  to  expire  rather  than  risk  a 
boycott  of  American  produced  goods  by  foreign  countries.  We  believe  such 
countries  buy  from  the  United  States  only  because  they  need  the  goods  we 
produce  at  the  price  and  quality  we  produce  them  for  and  are  not  about  to 
deviate  from  this  sound  economic  practice  simply  because  America  takes 
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reasonable  and  necessary  steps  to  protect  its  industries  and  the  jobs  of  its 
workers. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved : 

1.  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  pledges  itself  to 
do  everything  possible  to  prevent  further  reductions  of  tariffs  on  shoes  enter- 
ing this  country. 

2.  That  it  will  work  for  more  effective  and  strict  enforcement  of  anti- 
dumping laws  to  prevent  the  disposal  of  goods  onto  U.  S.  markets  by  foreign 
countries  who  easily  circumvent  present  anti-dumping  laws. 

3.  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  pledges  its  sup- 
port for  passage  of  quota  laws  or  other  forms  of  "Orderly  Marketing"  legis- 
lation which  would  allow  foreign  countries  a  fair  share  of  American  markets 
but  prevent  them  from  taking  complete  possession  of  our  markets  simply 
because  American  workers  and  manufacturers  cannot  compete  with  imported 
goods  produced  at  low  wages  so  low  they  would  be  unlawful  in  the  United 
States. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  James  A.  DeRosa,  V.P.,  United  Shoe  Workers  of 
America  Local  18,  Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  52 
Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 

Whereas:  The  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  1923,  by  action  taken  in 
Convention,  appointed  a  Committee  to  study  the  practices  of  the  insurance 
industry  as  they  then  related  to  wage-earners  and  union  members,  and 

Whereas:  The  findings  of  this  Committee,  reported  to  the  Convention  in 
1925,  indicated  the  need  and  the  value  of  an  insurance  company  that  would 
be  aware  of  and  sympathetic  to  the  problems  and  objectives  of  the  Labor 
Movement  of  America  in  helping  to  provide  greater  financial  protection  for 
union  members  and  their  families,  and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  was  organized  as  a 
direct  result  of  this  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
since  1927  has  directed  its  efforts  almost  entirely  to  the  needs  of  labor  groups 
in  the  fields  of  Individual  Life  Insurance  and  Group  Life  Insurance  and, 
since  the  very  early  days  of  Trusteed  Health  and  Welfare  Funds,  has  encour- 
aged and  aided  Labor  to  initiate  and  administer  these  Fund&  with  great 
efficiency  and  advantage  to  its  membership,  and 

Whereas:  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  has  demonstrated 
beyond  question  its  competence  and  integrity  in  the  underwriting  of  Health 
and  Welfare  programs  by  becoming  in  a  few  short  years  the  insurer  of  the 
largest  number  of  such  funds  in  the  country  and  maintaining  in  1968  its 
rank  of  twelfth  largest  insurer  of  Group  Accident  and  Health  benefits,  based 
on  premium  volume,  of  those  companies  in  the  field  of  Group  Accident  and 
Health,  and 

Whereas :  The  ability  of  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  to  con- 
tinue to  provide  cost  and  service  advantages  to  labor  groups  can  be  increased 
only  by  greater  participation  and  support  by  labor  groups,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  recognize  the  true  affinity  of  this  Company 
with  the  Labor  Movement  of  America  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  its  stock 
is  owned  principally  by  International  Unions  and  its  operation  is  guided  by 
Directors  the  majority  of  whom  are  at  the  same  time  outstanding  Trade 
Unionists  and,  for  the  most  part,  active  officers  of  International  Unions  of 
the  AFL-CIO,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its  endorsement  and  support  of 
The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  and  recommend  to  all  affiliated 
and  associated  Local  Unions  the  co-operative  consideration  of  the  services  of 
The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  establishment  of  Group 
Life  Insurance,  Health  and  Welfare  Funds,  and  Retirement  and  Pension 
Programs. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  James  M.  Leonard,  Bricklayers  Local  1,  Spring- 
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field,  Frank  A.  Sonsini,  Bricklayers  Local  32,  Newton,  and  William  Cashman, 
Bricklayers  Local  12,  Lynn.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  53 
Creation  of  Economic  Opportunity  Committee  by  Labor 

Whereas:  The  national  AFL-CIO  has  committed  themselves  to  the  fight 
against  poverty ;  and 

Whereas:  The  philosophy  of  this  involvement  has  been  affirmed  by  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  the  central  labor  bodies; 
and 

Whereas:  A  group  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  have  given  of  their  time 
and  energies  for  two  years  in  the  OEO  Trade  Union  Leadership  Training 
Program  conducted  by  the  Labor  Relations  &  Research  Center  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Massachusetts ; 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 
set  up  a  permanent  Economic  Opportunity  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  and  working  with  our  local  unions  and  other  organizations  to 
help  alleviate  the  problem  of  poverty  in  Massachusetts ; 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  appoint  to  this  committee  the  OEO  trainees  because  of  their  past 
experience  in  the  OEO  Trade  Union  Labor  Training  Program. 

(Submitted  by:  John  O'Connor,  Local  201  IUE,  Lynn;  Dora  Bastarache, 
Local  361  ILGWU,  New  Bedford;  Joseph  Sullivan,  Local  No.  254  BSEIU, 
Brighton.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  54 
Civil  Rights  in  Northern  Ireland 

Whereas:  Organized  labor  movements  can  only  function  freely  and  effec- 
tively in  Democratic  societies  with  freedom  of  assembly,  equal  educational 
opportunity  and  voting  rights  determined  on  the  principle  of  1  man  1  vote 
not  upon  or  in  proportion  to  one's  wealth.  These  are  essential  ingredients 
of  Democracy,  and 

Whereas:  The  American  labor  movement  has  fought  for  the  implementa- 
tion of  these  principles  here  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 

Whereas:  The  present  struggle  in  Northern  Ireland  is  basically  a  civil 
rights  struggle  for  the  attainment  of  rights  that  should  be  accepted  realities 
in  a  Democratic  society. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  go  on  record  as  in  sympathy  with  the  struggle  for  equality 
in  Northern  Ireland  and  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  Miss 
Bernadette  Devlin  M.P.  and  to  British  Prime  Minister  Wilson  who  heads  a 
labor  government  presently  in  power  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  which  North- 
ern Ireland  is  a  component  part. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  Daniel  F.  Murray,  USA  Local  3901,  Hanson.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  55 
Labor  Representation  on  Housing  Authorities 

Whereas:  The  provisions  of  the  Housing  Authority  law  requires  a  repre- 
sentative of  organized  labor,  and 

Whereas :  Some  appointing  authorities  have  been  evading  the  intent  of  the 
law  by  appointing  a  person  who  has  a  card  in  a  labor  union,  and 

Whereas:  The  law  should  be  strengthened  to  prevent  this  and  similar 
abuses, 

Now,  Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  instruct  the  Legis- 
lative Director  to  file  appropriate  legislation  to  amend  Chapter  121  of  the 
General  Laws  to  protect  the  rights  of  organized  labor  by  spelling  out  clearly 
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the  requirements  of  representation  from  organized  labor  in  the  area  on  the 
board. 

(Submitted  by  Fred  M.  Ramsey,  Metropolitan  Building  and  Construction 
Trades,  and  John  A.  Callahan,  Lawrence-Haverhill  Central  Labor  Council.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  56 
Prompt  Completion  of  Public  Buildings 

Whereas :  There  has  been  undue  delay  in  the  completion  of  public  buildings ; 
and 

Whereas:  Such  delays  have  deprived  the  public  of  the  immediate  use  of 
such  buildings,  and 

Whereas :  There  are  thousands  of  building  tradesmen  who  are  unemployed 
during  the  winter  months,  and 

Whereas:  The  expeditious  completion  of  public  buildings  would  reduce 
such  seasonal  unemployment, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
submit  appropriate  legislation  to  require  the  prompt  completion  of  public 
buildings. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  Frank  A.  Sonsini,  for  the  Massachusetts  State 
Conference  of  the  Bricklayers,  Masons  and  Plasterers.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  57 
Withholding  Public  Funds  from  Unfair  Non-Profit  Institutions 

Whereas :  The  1968  Session  of  the  General  Court  passed  an  amendment  to 
the  Labor  Relations  Act  bringing  Non-Profit  Institutions  within  its  juris- 
diction, and 

Whereas:  A  number  of  these  Institutions  receive  grants  from  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  Cities  and  Towns, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council  prepare 
legislation  and  present  such  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  a  bill  that 
would  prevent  any  city,  town,  or  instrumentality  of  the  Commonwealth  from 
making  any  grant  in  cash  or  aid  to  any  non-profit  institution  adjudged  by  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Relations  Commission  as  being  guilty  of  an  unfair  labor 
practice. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  T.  Sullivan,  Business  Agent,  Building  Service  Em- 
ployees Local  254,  Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  58 
Streamlining  the  Mass.  Labor  Relations  Commission 

Whereas:  The  Massachusetts  Labor  Relations  Commission  was  formed  to 
provide  speedy  elections  for  representation  purposes,  and 

Whereas :  During  the  past  two  years  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to 
have  an  election  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time,  and 

Whereas:  Such  delays  are  due  in  part  to  the  refusal  of  the  Commission 
to  adopt  procedures  for  expediting  elections  and  consent  elections ; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  President  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor 
Council  shall,  within  30  days,  appoint  a  committee  of  representatives  of 
unions  affiliated  with  the  Council  who  customarily  use  the  services  of  the 
Board  to  meet  with  the  Board  and  bring  about  changes  in  their  procedures 
resulting  in  elections  within  a  reasonable  time  and  failing  this  the  Conven- 
tion recommends  that  the  Legislative  Agent  appropriate  legislation  and 
submit  same  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court  to  effectuate  the  pur- 
poses of  this  resolution. 

(Submitted  by  Edward  T.  Sullivan,  Business  Agent,  Building  Service  Em- 
ployees Local  254,  Boston.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  59 
Control  of  Foreign  Imports  of  TV  Components 

Whereas:  The  importation  of  foreign  products  has  adversely  affected  the 
job  security  of  our  people,  and  unless  positive  action  is  taken  many  thousands 
more  will  be  deprived  of  their  livelihood,  and 

Whereas :  It  is  now  apparent  that  an  effective  quota  system  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  jobs  of  our  people  and  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  importation  of 
foreign  goods  must  be  made,  and 

Whereas:  Our  Workers  are  in  need  of  the  protection  of  their  jobs,  income 
and  security ; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Convention  urge  the  New  England 
Senators  and  Congressmen  to  take  the  necessary  action  to  insure  the  protec- 
tion of  the  industries  and  jobs  of  our  workers  that  are  in  jeopardy  due  to  the 
low  wages  being  paid  by  foreign  competitors. 

(Submitted  by  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  Local 
No.  1500,  Chicopee,  of  the  F.  W.  Sickles  Div.  of  General  Instruments.) 


